
Art Meets Commerce.

he backdrop for this writer's take
on the Boston arts scene is that
it's marked by a diminishing

number of alternative spaces, as in non-
mainstream places for artists to show
their work. At the same time, the most
established venues are expanding. This
ohenomenon means that visual artists
ire looking for an alternative to "alter-

native spaces" to drum up much-needed
attention from, who else, curators in
both the Boston establishment and else-
where. Though there are still oPPortuni-
ties in niches supported by existing com-
mercial ventures, the tradition of art-
work being displayed in cafesjust does-
n't seem to cut it these days, For those
looking for alternative spaces, and for
those curators who are looking for tal-
ent, I propose three projects of note
that may inspire us.

Cambridge-based artist Eric
Starosielski has been included in many
shows, has won awards, and has been
written about in many publications. (I

even had the honor of including some
of his work in a show I curated back in
the days of Somerville's Gallery Ber-
shad.) Somehow though, this talented
artist is still in search of a space, alterna-
tive or otherwise, to hang his hat.
Starosielski's current project, entitled
Thermal Comfort Device, was installed
in the windows of the high-end fashion
retailer Barneys New York at their Chest-
nut Hill location last month.

Starosielski's window installation
featured a beautifully fabricated stainless
steel personal bed and body warmer.
His creation assumes the role of a surro-
gate lover for those who sleep alone.
Starosielski goes to the homes of singles,
installs his device in their bedrooms,
and takes their photograph while sleep-
ing under its warm glow (For the
record, that is how I first encountered
his project). The photographs them-
selves are unmistakably fashion-inspired,
and were on display with the device set
up over a bedroom set.

Of course, there was a selection of Too: Eric Starosielski examines his Thermal Comfort Device'
Above: someone being comforted.
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Th<iueh \ \ 'e thcr -sbr 's  c l i c t r ts  a re

pav ing  h i rn  an  hor t t ' l l  n 'aee.  p i i t - t  o l

the i l  cornpcnsat ion  is  in  t l - re  fb l r t t  o f

s t r rc l io . , /exh ib i t ion  syrace.  I  th ink  ther -c

nr r rs t  be  c r ( 'a t i ve  \vavs  t ( )  in te r l t l c t  t l te

l ' l rrvi  r 'on rne rt  tal Sc r-r ' ices nplt loac l t  l ' i  th-
( )u l  ncccssa l - i l l  hav ing  t ( )  s t : l l ' t  r r  c ( ) l I lP : l -

n \  l ) ( ' r ' s t .  \ \ ' i t h  c ( ' r r \ l r l l (  l i { ) r t  l ) t ( ' i ( ' (  t \

s l r l i r r q i r r g  r r p  r r e l r r r ' l t t  r  e  \ o t l  t t t t  t t  i t t

Bos t ( )n ,  I  o f ' ten  lo t rd t ' t -  2 l t  t l l e  ( )p l l ( ) r t r . l -

n i t ies  to  c r t ' : r te  ins t i i l l i r t i r ins .  t t r r t la ls ,

n r rc l  p r rb l i c  a l t  p lo jec ts  ib l  an  nr t i s t  rv i th

in i t i i r t i vc  anc l  u  s t t 'o t tg  p roposa l .  I  t l t i r t k

l)art of rr 'hat I lakes \\ 'cther-sbl so inspir-

ing  is  h is  ac lver t i senrents .  r r 'h ic l - r  rePre-

s ( 'n t  an  anrb i t ion  to  f lnc l  p ro jec ts  ra t l te r

t l ran  u 'a i t ing  f i r r -  ca l l s  fb l  wor -k .

Bostort-bitsccl pain tel Br-encl:rrt  I i . i l -

l i an  rva lks  a  f l ' i enc l ' s  c log  occas io t ta l l v  in

f  anr : r i c i r  P la in .  On onc  s t tc l t  occas io t t ,

r-air.r  startecl fal l ing :rncl l .re he:rdccl intcr

a  loca l  pub to  n 'a i t  o r t t  th t '  r t -ea the t ' .

Ther - t '  he  ure t  \ \ ' i l l i anr  B lokho l ' ,  a  loca l

r - t 'a l to r ' .  r 'ho  happens to  be  t l te  owt rer

o l  u  vc l l  s in r i ln l  c log .  H: r l f  a t r  hor t r  la tc t

thcv wet' t-  cl iscussing at ' t  attcl  Ki l I iart

i n  i t .  T h c
Iubr ic i r t ing

c fTec t  o f 'an

en c l  l css

sr rpp lv  o f '

n' ine clr ies-
n ' t  i n h i l ) i l
thc  p r 'occss
c i t l -r  er.
' \ l so ,  t l te rc
i s  a  b u i l t  i n

l orcl-of-

m o u t h
gcncra to f ,

n ' i th  a r - t i s ts
( r f . r t i t 1 0  t oi _  _ _ " _ n  _  -

shor r  the i r

u'olk :rncl

l .ropefir l l r
sc l l  sonre-

thir-tg conrnrission-f i 'ec
I  mt rs t  sa l  tha t  I  rvas  a  b i t

skeqr t i ca l  abot t t  the  ar t  sa les

aspect  o f '  the  co l la l )o ra t i ( )n ,  l ) t l t

the le  i s  a  bu i l t  in  k icker :  rvhen

thc  housc  is  so l t l .  B lokhof  buvs

Weathersby also expresses his
art istry through his advert ising
campaigns, and/ better st i l l ,
through hisb i l l ing .

tl'

i nv i tec l  Brokhof  to  v is i t  h is  s t r . rc l io .

Brok l ' ro f  recent lv  bor rsh t  a  home o f  l ' r i s

on'n :rncl l 'as potenti :r l l l  i t t telestecl ir t

f  rnc i ing  ar t  fb r  h is  t r ' : r l l s .  Thor rsh  he

nevel r lutcle i t  to Ki l l ian's stucl io. l-re cl icl

scnc l  h iu r  i rn  in te res t ing  c -mai l  thc  ne \ t

week that strggestecl n'orkit ' tg t()gether

on a plo. ject that trecame ktrorvtr as Art

Hor rse .
Blokhof 's ploposnl of lelecl nvcr

conclos that t 'ere fbl sale :rs a spirce for

I i i l l i an  to  cur : l te  an  cxh ib i t io t r .  Iu  less

than t t 'o  n ron ths .  thev  hac l  schedu lec i

iur ()pcn hottsc, f i l lecl the hottse n' i t l ' t

i i r t \ \ ,ork, signecl trp a DJ. g()t  21 restirr l-

ran t  t ( )  don2r te  fboc l ,  anr l  p t rb l i c izec l  the

r , p e n i n g  a s  i u l  ( ) l ) p o l t t t t t i l r  l o  s c c  : r r  l -

rvork :rncl social ize n' l ' r i lc :r lso chcckins

out  condos fo r  sa le .

To top  o f  the  comn' run i t r ' -based

eflblt ,  t l . rev invited t l .re local charit l

Hor izor rs  For  the  Hot le less  to  se t  t lP  a l t

in f r i rn ra t io r r  tab le .  Bcs ic les  K i l l i an 's  ou t -

s tanc l ing  p : r in t ines ,  l . re  inc l t rded t l ' r c

ivork  o f  13  o ther  a r t i s ts .

Of  cor r rse ,  i t ' s  eas ie r  to  se l l  a

house rvith arf ivot 'k otr the u'al ls, espe-

c ia l l v  one l ' i th  lo ts  o f  coo l  a t - tsv  peop le

f'q,
:r  piecc of nri lvot-k frou'r thc

s l to r r '  : rs  a  l to r rser r ' l t t  t t r i r rg  g i l ' t

f i rr  t l ' re nc\\ '  () \ \ ' r)el 's.

T o p :  B r e n d a n  K i l I i a n .  C e n t e r :  K i l I i a n ' s  " S h e e p  C l o u d . "  A b o v e :  " H o r s e
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